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4. OWNERS OF PROPERTIES

1. 167 Mountain Road: Walter & Mary Brady, Box 299, Halifax, VA 24558

2. 295 Mountain Road: Cathryn D. Aldworth, Box 368, Halifax, VA 24558

3. 309 Mountain Road: Edward Taylor & Elizabeth Overton, P.0. Box, Halifax, VA 24558.
4, Frances McClennan, 216 Catherine Street, Scotia, NY 12302

5. 329 Mountain Road: J.P. Hankins, P.0. Box, Halifax, VA 24558

6. 349 Mountain Road: Elizabeth Lovelace & Virginia Covington, P.0. Box, Halifax,
VA 245538

7. 389 Mountain Road: James & Mildred Farrington, - Box 1758, Halifax, VA 24558

8. 415 Mountain Road: Robert & Nancy Evans, c¢/o Farrington, Box 1758, Halifax,
VA 24558

9, 471 Mountain Road: Samuel J, Dunavant, Jr., Box 915, Halifax, VA 24558
10. 543 Mountain Road: Barbara Cage, Box 413, Halifax, VA 24558

11. 575 Mountain Road: Major P.C. Edmunds, III, P.0O. Box, Halifax, VA 24558
12. 615 Mountain Road: Dr. & Mrs. W. Allen, P.0. Box, Halifax, VA 24558

13. 655 Mountain Road: Mr. & Mrs. Richard C. Edmunds, Box 87, Halifax, VA 24558
14. 80 Mountain Road: Ethelyn N. Powell, Box 4, Halifax, VA 24558

15. 100 Mountain Road: W.K. Thompson, Box 591, Halifax, VA 24558

16, 110 Mountain Road: Frank C. Chaffin, Jr., Box 53, Halifax, VA 24558

17, 136 Mountain Road: W. Wirt & Patsy Shapard, P.0. Box, Halifax, VA 24558
18, 160 Mountain Road: Mrs. Paul C, Edmunds, Sr., P.0. Box, Halifax, VA 24558
19, 230 Mountain Road: Mr. & Mrs. W.E. Rowland, Box 28, Halifax, VA 24558

20. 370 Mountain Road: Chastaiﬁ Home, c/o Mrs. Helen Moore, P.0. Box 758,
Halifax, VA 24558

21. 442 Mountain Road: Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Stutts,.P.0. Box, Halifax, VA 24558

+

(See Continuation Sheet #2)°
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8. BSIGNIFICANCE--Historical Background

Virginia. In addition to the church, Cosby was responsible for three late-Federal and
Greek Revival residences on Mountaln Road. They are Magnolia Hill (160 Mountain Road),
Grand Oaks (230 Mountain Road), and the Rectory of St. John's Church (484 Mountain Road).
All dating to the mid-1840s, the dwellings are uniformly of brick and, like the Halifax
County Courthouse, display Cosby's fine craftsmanship., As noted in Martin's Gazetteer

of earlier Halifax residences, Cosby's houses were built "in a scattering manner," all
removed at some distance from the main road. The open expanse of land provided land

for the planting of trees, from which two of Cosby's houses derived their names: Magnolia
Hill and Grand Qaks.

Mountain Road had no further development of any consequence until the 1880s when
a number of residences were built. By this time the name of the town had been changed
to Houston and had begun to attract a growing class of preofessionals. The most sub-
stintial of these later residences is the Holt Easley House, now 415 and 389 Mountain
Road. In additien to its large, two-story, wood-frame dwelling, the estate has a range
of early outbuildings including an office-billiards parlor, kitchen, well house, chicken
house, necessary house, and smokehouse. In addition to the Easley residence, 100 and
329 Mountain Road are also wood-frame dwellings from the late 19th century and are dis-
tinguished by fanciful sawn trim. The house at 167 Mountain Road dates to 1881 and was
built by Howard Cosby, son of Dabney Cosby, Jr. Howard maintained a brickyard in the
town and worked as a mason throughout the county.

According to the Halifax County.Handbook of 1907, Mountain Road was "one of the
most beautiful streets in Virginia."™ Much of the beauty derived from its landscape,
for it was during the period from the 1880s toc the early 1900s that the settings for
many of the houses were planned. This was undoubtedly influenced by the examples of
the many neighborhood improvement societies which were then popular in America. Especially
marked by this late 19th-century influence is the property at 471 Mountain Road. While
the original residence burned in 1970, the grounds continue to maintain their late 19th-
century atmosphere. Its tall trees, planted randomly in the front yvard provided a park-
like setting for the original Queen Anne-style residence.

The eclecticism of early 20th-century architecture is represented on Mountain Road
by several residences,  Two particularly fine examples are 136 and 370 Mountain Road.
Built in 1912 and 1910, both dwellings combine the Queen Anne and Georgian Revival styles
popular during the late 19th century. The residence at 370 Mountain Road now serves
as the Chastain Home, a retirement home for women. The lawn surrounding the structure
is well landscaped with many of its trees and shrubs dating to 1910.

Enjoying considerable popularity in Virginia after the Jamestown Exposition, the
Colonjal Revival continues to be the preferred style on Mountain Road. An early example
is Bonbrook, 655 Mountain Road, which was built in 1929 from materials salvaged from
Springwood, an early Halifax County residence. It is believed to be the first Halifax
residence to incorporate old architectural materials into a new residence. With its
neighbor, 615 Mountain Road, the edifice shares six large oak trees that date to the
17th century. The trees figure rather prominently intoe the landscaped grounds of both
dwellings, C

{See Continuation Sheet #11)












